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NORTH  CAROLINA  CLASSIS. 


MINISTERS. 

G.W.Welker.D.D. 
Jere.  Ingold,  D.D., 
Thomas  Long, 
Jesse  W.  Cecil, 
John  Ingle, 
J.  C.  Clapp,  D.  D., 
John  A.  Foil, 
Peter  M.  Trexler, 
Robert  F.  Crooks, 
M.  L.  Hedrick, 
Paul  Barringer, 
Calvin  B.  Heller, 
Lewis  Reiter, 
J.  L.  Murphy, 
J.  IL  Shuford, 

Vacant, 

Vacant, 

Vacant, 


CHARGES.  POST  OFFICES. 

, Guilford  Lamont,  N.  C. 

Without  Charge  Hickory.  N.  C. 
Without  Charge  Salem,  N.  C. 

Without  Charge  Thomasville,  N.  C. 
Without  Charge  Blowing  Rock,  N.  C. 
Catawba  Newton,  N.  C. 

Prof,  in  Catawba  Col.  Newton,  N.  C. 
Concord  Concord,  N.  C. 

Without  Charge    China  Grove,  N.  C 


Without  Charge 
West  Rowan 
East  Rowan 
Hickory 
Lincoln 

Without  Charge 
Upper  Davidson 
Lower  Davidson 
Central  Rowan 


Silver  Hill,  N.  C. 
China  Grove,  N.  C 
Heilig's  Mill,  N.  C. 
Hickory,  N.  0. 
Maiden,  N.  C. 
Hickory,  N.  C. 
Lexington,  N.  C. 
Lexington,  N.  C. 
Salisbury,  N.  C. 


MISSIONS. 

Blowing  Rock, 
Mt.  Tabor, 
Lincolnton, , 


Watauga  Co.,  N.  C. 
Davidson  Co.,  N.  C. 
Lincoln  Co.,  N.  C 


UNDER  CARE  OF 

Rev.  Lewis  Reiter. 
Rev.  Thos.  Long. 
Rev-  J.  L.  Murphy. 


Moffitt's  Grove,  Davidson  Co  ,  N.  C       Rev.  J.  W.  Cecil. 


St-  Paul 


Rowan  Co.,  N.  C.    Rev.  Paul  Barringer, 


North  Carolina  Classis. 


The  Classis  of  North  Carolina  held  its  fifty-eighth  an- 
nual meeting  at  Mt.  Carmel  Church  of  the  Lower  David- 
son Charge.  The  place  of  meeting  is  about  five  miles 
from  Lexington,  the  shire-town  of  Davidson  County, 
and  in  the  midst  of  a  fine  farming  country .  The  congre- 
gation is  small  in  membership,  but  they  have  built  them- 
selves a  neat  and  comfortable  church,  and  shows  signs  of 
activity  and  progress.  The  congregation  consists  main- 
ly of  members  of  the  Hedrick  family.  A  most  serious 
drawback  is  that  they  have  no  stated  preaching  as  the 
Lower  Davidson  Charge  is  now  vacant.  In  this  church 
on  Wednesday  morning  May  9th  1888,  the  members  of 
the  Classis  gathered  at  eleven  o'clock.  The  President, 
Kev.  Paul  Barringer,  preached  the  opening  sermon  from 
Psalm,  8:3:  "Glorious  things  are  spoken  of  thee,  0 
city  of  God." 

After  sermon  the  President  called  the  Clasis  to  order 
and  constituted  it  Avith  singing  and  prayer. 

The  ministers  present  were  Eev.  Thos.  Long,  Dr.  J.  C. 
Clapp,  Rev.  P.  M.  Trexler,  Rev.  C.  B.  Heller,  Rev.  Paul 
Barringer,  Rev.  Lewis  Reiter  and  Rev.  J.  L.  Murphy. 

The  following  Elders  properly  authenticated  were 
present  to  represent  the  several  pastoral  charges  viz : 
Isaac  Paine — Catawba  charge;  J.  C.  Lippard — Concord 
charge;  Joseph  Shank— West  Rowan  charge;  Geo.  H. 
Ritchie — Central  Rowan  charge ;  John  Fisher,  (Sec.) — 
East  Rowan  charge ;  J.  F.  Murrill— Hickory  charge ;  J.  P. 
Rabb — Lincoln  charge;  David  Emler — Lower  Davidson 
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charge;  B.  L.  Cornher — Enochville  mission.  Of  the  min- 
isters absent  at  the  opening  of  the  Classis,  Kev.  G.  Wm. 
Welker  and  Jesse  W.  Cecil  were  present  after  the  morn 
ing  session — Eev.  J.  A.  Foil  after  Thursday  and  Kev.  M. 
L.  Hedrick  was  present  on  Saturday. 

ABSENT  MINISTERS— Kev.  Dr.  Ingold  who  was  ex- 
cused at  his  own  request  owing  to  inability  to  travel ; 
Kev.  Jno.  Ingle  and  Rev.  R.  F.  Crooks  who  were  not  ex- 
cused. Elder  J.  H.  Clodfelter  from  the  Upper  Davidson 
charge  was  present  from  Thursday  morning.  Elder  G. 
W.  Clapp  was  present  after  the  opening  session. 

H.  A.  Forney  was  invited  to  a  seat  as  an  advisory 
member. 

The  election  for  President  resulted  in  the  choice  of 
Rev.  Thos.  Long. 

The  President  appointed  the  following  standing  com- 
mittees, viz  :- 

I.  Religious  Services  of  the  Meeting— Revs.  Cecil 
and  Shuford  with  Elder  Emler. 

2.  Minutes  of  Classis— Revs.  Reiter  and  Trexler  with 
Elder  Shank. 

3.  Minutes  of  Potomac  Synod.— Revs.  Barringer  and 
Murphy  with  Elder  Clapp. 

4.  Minutes  of  General  Synod— Revs.  Heller  and 
Barringer  with  Elder  Fisher. 

5.  Overtures.— Revs.  Trexler  and  Shuford  with 
Elder  Ritchie. 

6.  Examination  of  Candidates.— Revs.  Clapp  and 
Heller  with  Elder  Corriher. 

7.  Finance.— Elders  Murrill,  Lippard,  Paine,  and 
Kabb. 

8.  State  of  Religion  and  Statistics —Revs.  Murphy 
and  Cecil  with  Elder  Lippard. 
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The  Classis  was  in  session  from  Wednesday  morning 
until  Saturday  evening  carefully  looking  after  the  wel- 
fare and  prosperity  of  that  part  of  the  Lord's  vineyard 
placed  under  their  care.  The  several  sessions  were 
opened  with  singing  and  prayer  and  closed  with  the 
D oxblogy  and  the  Benediction.  A  sermon  was  preach- 
ed 'eVery  day  at  which  the  congregation  was  well  in 
attendance. 

REPORTS  PROM  THE  CHARGES. 

The  sessions  of  Wednesday  afternoon  and  Thursday 
morning  were  largely  given  to  hearing  the  reports  from 
the  Pastors  and  Elders  of  the  condition  of  the  several 
pastoral  charges.  These  reports  always  create  an  in- 
terest in  the  Classis  as  they  reveal  the  degree  of  activity 
in  the  work  of  the  Master  and  set  forth  the  progress 
that  has  attended  the  efforts  to  do  good  during  the  past 
year.  These  reports  after  being  heard  and  canvassed  in 
the  Classis  were  referred  to  the  standing  committee  crea- 
ted for  that  purpose.  A  report  condensing  the  mat- 
ter of  these  reports  and  shaping  the  facts  so  as  to  make 
them  intelligible  here  follows : 

Your  committee  on  the  state  of  religion  beg  leave  to 
submit  the  following  report,  viz : 

Your  committee  having  examined  the  several  paro- 
chial reports  placed  in  their  hands  would  rehearse  the 
facts  learned  therefrom.  These  reports  show  forth 
health  and  strength  vouchsafed  by  the  Great  Head  of 
the  church  to  the  ministers  of  this  Classis.  No  one  of 
our  number  has  been  called  hence,  for  which  we  should 
be  thankful  to  the  giver  of  all  good.  In  most  of  the 
charges  commendable  progress  has  been  made  in  church 
work.  The  gospel  has  been  faithfully  preached— the 
sacraments  regularly  administered— pastoral  work  has 
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been  crowned  with  success— the  children  have  been  collect- 
ed into  the  Sunday  school,  and  catechetical  classes,  and 
when  properly  instructed  have  been  received  into  the 
church  by  the  rite  of  confirmation.  The  benevolent 
work  of  the  church  has  been  pushed  foward  with  com- 
mendable zeal  and  the  collections  show  a  considerable 
increase  over  those  of  last  year.  Several  new  and  sub- 
stantial churches  have  been  built  for  the  worship  of 
God  and  some  new  congregations  organized.  While  these 
things  are  true  in  most  charges  and  a  spirit  of  prayer 
and  zeal  for  the  Master  has  been  shown,  which  causes 
our  hearts  to  beat  with  joy,  yet  Ave  are  made  sad  with 
the  fact  that  some  charges  have  been  suffering — are 
languishing  and  dying  for  the  want  of  pastoral  over- 
sight and  a  leader  so  that  the  zeal  for  the  cause  of 
Christ  has  been  waning.  Oh !  How  these  charges  need 
consecrated  men— men  who  are  willing  to  devote  their 
money,  their  hearts,  and  their  lives  to  God. 

On  the  whole  our  beloved  Classis  is  making  progress. 
But  are  we  progressing  as  rapidly  as  we  should?  North 
Carolina  is  increasing  in  population,  developing  her 
resources,  and  sin  is  increasing  in  power.  Is  the  church 
keeping  pace  with  the  movements  around  her  and  on  the 
alert  to  watch  against  all  danger?  To  meet  the  de- 
mands of  the  age  the  church  needs  to  be  aggressive. 

'  While  in  our  work  we  find  many  things  which  do  not 
afford  us  cause  for  rejoicing,  yet  we  find  a  still  darker 
spiritual  background  which  shows  duties  not  performed 
— opportunities  unimproved — responsibilities  shirked — 
and  devotion  and  love  not  rendered.  A  few  faithful 
workers  in  the  churches  have  fallen  victims  to  death 
during  the  past  year.  We  miss  them  but  rejoice  in  the 
assurance  that  "they  are  now  at  rest  from  their  labors 
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and  their  works  do  follow  them."  Believing  our  sta- 
tistical report  to  compare  favorably  with  that  of  past 
years  we  respectfully  submit  our  report. 

CATAWBA  COLLEGE, 

This  Institution  at  Newton,  N.  C.  is  the  creature  of 
Cla,ssis  which  appoints  the  Trustees.  An  annual  report 
from  the  Board  of  Trustees  brought  its  condition  and  in- 
terests fully  before  Classis.  This  report  and  its  consid- 
eration was  made  a  special  order.  The  report  pro- 
poses to  raise  a  permanent  fund  of  $25,000  and  appeals 
to  Classis  to  unite  with  the  Trustees  to  raise  this 
amount.  The  proposition  was  fully  discussed  and  the 
benefits  of  the  College  to  the  church  and  the  families  of 
our  churches  were  set  forth.  The  demand  for  more 
teachers  and  larger  opportunities  for  its  students  were 
dwelt  upon.  The  welfare  and  advantage  of  the  young 
men  from  the  churches  who  are  preparing  for  the  ministry 
of  the1  Gospel  was  in  a  special  manner  emphasized. 

The  ability  of  our  membership  to  donate  such  sum— 
the  poverty  of  our  membership  was  all  set  before  Classis 
— what  had  been  done  alread}^ — of  course  the  poor  min- 
isters were  rallied  to  the  rescue.  By  them  it  was  called 
into  existence — by  them  it  has  largely  gotten  its  patron- 
age and  but  for  them  it  had  gone  down.  The  result 
was  that  several  subscriptions  were  made  on  the  floor 
of  Classis  and  the  following  resolution  was  unanimously 
adopted : 

Kesolved  that  we  the  members  of  this  Classis  hear 
with  pleasure  of  the  action  taken  by  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  Catawba  College  at  its  last  annual  meeting 
in  regard  to  raising  an  endowment  of  $ 25,000,  lor  the 
College  and  that  we  pledge  them  our  hearty  co-opera- 
tion and  invite  the  agent  to  attend  Educational  Con- 
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ventions  to  be  called  for  this  purpose  in  each  charge 
and  that  we  urge  the  Trustees  to  press  on  in  their  efforts. 

As  it  is  important  to  the  very  existence  of  the  Institu- 
tion that  the  Trustees  should  know  very  soon  what  the 
charges  will  do,  the  agent  Dr.  Clapp  will  speedily  visit 
all  the  charges  on  his  mission.  Let  all  who  love  the 
Reformed  Church  be  ready  to  give. 

17A0AET  CHAEGES  AND  CHUECHES, 

The  reports  from  the  charges  and  that  of  the  commit- 
tee to  whom  last  year  was  given  in  charge  this  matter 
made  the  wants  of  our  pastorless  people  a  matter  of 
special  interest.   The  report  is  as  follows : 

Your  committee  on  vacant  charges  and  congregations 
ask  leave  to  say  that  there  are  within  the  bounds  of  N. 
C.  Classis  two  vacant  charges,  Lower  Davidson  and 
Central  Rowan,  of  the  latter  charge  one  congregation 
has  been  supplied  by  Rev.  Mr.  Heller,  with  the  approval 
of  the  committee.  Shiloh  has  been  without  preaching 
since  January  1888,  while  Mt.  Hope  is  still  supplied  by 
Rev.  Mr.  Crooks.  Your  committee  in  compliance  with 
the  order  of  the  Classis  of  1887  met  at  Mt.  Hope  church 
of  the  Central  Rowan  charge  on  the  28th  of  May  1887 
to  arrange  for  a  pastor  for  the  charge.  The  joint  Con 
sistory  was  convened  at  the  same  time,  the  object  of 
the  meeting  set  forth,  the  condition  of  the  charge  con- 
sidered, and  arrangements  agreed  upon  for  calling  a 
regular  pastor  over  said  charge.  This  agreement  has 
not  been  carried  out.  We  learn  that  Rev.  Crooks 
refuses  to  accept  a  call  and  has  asserted  his  intention 
to  supply  Mt.  Hope  independent  of  the  authority  of 
Classis  provided  a  majority  of  the  members  of  the  con- 
gregation sustained  him  and  Classis  did  not  lock  the 
door  on  him. 

Your  committee  also  met  the  joint  consistory  of  the 
Lower  Davidson  charge  on  Friday  and  Saturday  before 
the  fifth  Lord's  day  in  July  1887,  to  devise  a  plan  to 
unite*the  charge  in  the  work  of  Christ.   Our  efforts  have 
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not  been  productive  of  any  change  so  far  as  we  are  in- 
lormed.  The  several  congregations  have  failed  to  unite 
•in  a  call  for  any  one  and  the  charge  is  still  vacant. 

PAUL  BARRINGER,  Chairman. 

What  to  do  for  these  charges  and  how  to  secure  pas- 
toral ministrations  for  them  was  the  burden  of  discu  ssion 
for  a  long  session.  The  delegate  Elders  from  these 
charges  and  a  secundus  who  were  present  were  herd  on 
the  cause  of  their  trouble.  It  was  apparent  from  all  the^* 
facts  that  could  be  reached  that  the  real  source  of  the 
trouble  in  each  case  was  the  presence  of  the  retired  min- 
isters who  still  had  their  adherents  that  refuse  to  unite 
with  their  brethren  in  a  call  for  a  pastor  as  long  as  they 
could  have  their  old  minister.  The  final  action  of  Clas- 
sis  is  summed  up  in  the  following  resolution,  viz : 

Resolved  that  Rev.  Lewis  Reiter  and  Elders  J.  C.  \, 
Lippard  and  J.  A.  Shank  be  appointed  a  committee  to 
notify  Rev.  Robt,  F.  Crooks  to  vacate  the  Central  Row-  ~ 
an  Charge  at  once  and  recall  all  his  appointments  and 
further  that  this  committee  be  empowered  to  supply 
said  charge  with  services  and  that  they  report  the 
result  of  their  action  immediately  to  the  President  of 
Classis  who  shall,  it  the  demand  of  Classis  is  not  complied 
with,  call  a  special  meeting  of  Classis  to  consider  his 
conduct. 

Concerning  the  Lower  Davidson  charge,  Rev.  C.  B. 
Heller  and  Elders  A.  P.  Long  and  Valentine  Leonard 
were  given  this  charge  in  care  and  are  to  give  the  same 
notice  to  any  minister  who  might  preach  in  any  of  its 
congregations  as  in  the  Central  Rowan  Charge  in  order 
to  open  the  way  that  the  several  congregations  might 
unite  to  call  a  minister.  * 

The  Mt.  Tabor  church  in  Davidson  County  was  placed 
in  the  care  of  Rev.  Thos.  Long. 
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The  Reformed  church  in  the  town  of  Lincolnton  was 
consigned  to  the  oversight  of  the  Rev.  J.  L.  Murphy. 

The  Blowing  Rock  Mission  was  put  in  charge  of  the 
Rev.  Lewis  Reiter. 

The  Rev.  Lewis  Reiter  was  instructed  to  consult  with 
the  people  of  the  New  Gilead  church  and  the  Concord 
Mission  on  the  feasibility  and  desirableness  of  reorgan- 
izing the  several  pastoral  charges  in  that  vicinity. 

It  being  represented  to  the  Classis  that  the  field  cover- 
ed by  the  Guilford  Charge  and  the  labor  required  for  its 
proper  cultivation,  was  too  great  for  the  one  pastor 
whose  years  were  becoming  a  burden,  the  Revs.  G.  Wm. 
Welker  and  Paul  Barringer  with  Elder  G.  W.  Clapp  were 
authorized  to  consult  with  the  people  of  the  Guilford 
Charge  as  to  a  new  missionary  charge  to  consist  of  the 
St.  Mark,  St.  Stevens,  and  a  new  organization  to  be 
effected  in  the  town  of  Burlington. 

The  Rev.  J.  W.  Cecil  made  statements  to  Classis  regard- 
ing some  efforts  that  he  had  made  to  discover  what 
were  the  prospects  for  getting  the  Reformed  element  in 
and  about  Thorn asville  in  Davidson  County  into  a 
Church. 

It  was  resolved  that  Classis  hears  with  pleasure  of  the 
efforts  making  in  and  about  Thomasville  for  the  erec- 
tion of  a  Reformed  Church  building  at  that  place,  with 
the  purpose  to  organize  a  Reformed  congregation  there, 
and  that  this  Classis  pledge  itself  to  co-operate  to  the 
extent  of  its  ability  in  the  work,  and  further  that  the 
Rev.  J.  W.  Cecil  and  Rev.  J.  L.  Murphy  be  authorized 
as  soon  as  possible  to  urge  the  Reformed  members  of 
the  Moffitt's  Grove,  with  such  others  as  may  elect,  to 
unite  themselves  into  the  Reformed  church  at  Thom- 
asville. 
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THE  FINANCIAL  EXHIBIT  OF  THE  CHURCH. 

From  the  reports  of  the  Pastors  and  the  statements 
of  the  Elders  the  fact  was  elicited  that  in  several  charges 
the  contracts  made  for  the  support  of  the  pastors  were 
not  fulfilled  and  in  some  others  that  the  benevolent 
work  of  the  church  failed  to  receive  support  from  many 
members  who  are  competent  to  contribute. 

These  statements  gave  occasion  to  make  this  condi- 
tion of  things  a  subject  of  wide  discussion  in  which  it 
Avas  made  clear  that  in  some  of  our  churches  or  in  all 
of  them  there  were  members  able  to  contribute  to  the 
support  of  the  pastor,  who  failed  to  aid  their  brethren 
in  the  fulfillment  of  these  pecuniary  contracts  or  only  gave 
a  nominal  sum  far  beneath  their  ability  and  duty,  thus 
throwing  great  burdens  on  the  honest  members  of  the 
congregation.   At  the  same  time  the  records  of  the 
Board  of  Systematic  Beneficence  showed  that  the  highest 
per  capita  giving  to  the  benevolent  work  of  the  church 
was  sixty  five  cents  and  the  lowest  seven  cents  a  mem- 
ber  during  the  last  year.   The  testimony  of  the  Minis- 
ters and  Elders  was  that  what  was  given  was  mainly 
given  by  a  few  earnest  givers  and  workers.   While  the 
cause  for  this  failure  in  church  duty  and  fairness  may  in 
some  degree  be  owing  to  neglect  on  the  part  of  minis- 
ters and  consistories,  yet  it  is  notorious  that  all  church- 
es are  afflicted  with  such  unworthy  members  who  "have 
a  name  to  live  while  they  are  dead."   The  unanimous 
%     advice  of  the  Classis  was  to  enforce  the  constitution  and 
laws  of  the  church  and  prune  out  the  dead  branches. 
The  constitution  of  the  church  says:  "If  a  reputed 
member  neglect  to  perform  the  duties  of  a  member  such 
omission  may  be  construed  into  a  relinquishment  of 
his  membership  and  his  name  accordingly  may  be  erased 
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from  the  church  Register  if  after  admonition  by  the  con- 
sistory no  reformation  takes  place." 

In  the  form  of  the  constitution  for  a  church,  Art.  4 
Sec.  2  says:  "It  shall  be  the  duty-  of  every  member  of 
this  congregation  to  labor  to  promote  its  general  wel- 
fare and  to  contribute  according  to  his  ability  and  pleas- 
ure to  the  support  of  the  Pastor  and  to  every  other 
object  that  may  require  the  contributions  of  the  congre- 
gation." In  this  way  our  church  will  be  reduced  to  a 
working  force  and  all  the  burden  borne  in  common  and 
cheerfully. 

THE  TEMPERANCE  WORK  IN  THE  CHURCH, 

The  committee  on  the  minutes  of  the  Potomac  Synod 
reported  as  claiming  the  attention  of  Classis,  Item  9 
which  was  a  reiteration  of  the  action  of  the  General 
Synod  at  Akron  on  intemperance.  This  item  was  referred 
to  a  special  committee  consisting  of  Rev.  Messrs.  Wel- 
ker,  Clapp  and  Heller  who  made  report  as  follows  and 
which  was  unanimously  adopted  as  the  judgment  of 
Classis,  viz : 

Your  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  action  of 
the  Potomac  and  the  General  Synod  on  the  evils  of  in- 
temperance beg  leave  to  report  that  the  action  in  ques- 
tion has  the  hearty  endorsement  of  this  Classis  but  at 
the  same  time  this  body  does  not  believe  that  declama- 
tion however  earnest  or  rhetoric  however  elegant  will 
serve  to  remove  the  drink  curse  from  the  country  or 
even  the  church,  and  that  therefore  this  Classis  urges  it  as 
a  duty  upon  the  several  consistories  to  institute  process 
of  discipline  under  Articles  94,  110,  and  111,  of  the  con- 
stitution of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States 
against  all  persons,  members  of  their  several  churches 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  or  sale  of  intoxicating 
drinks,  and  also  against  all  who  habitually  use  such 
drinks  or  who  knowingly  sell  their  fruit  or  grain  to 
parties  for  distillation. 
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NOMINATIONS. 
The  committee  to  make  nominations  for  several  offi- 
cers filled  by  Classis  present  the  following : 

Treasurer  of  Classis:  Col.  H.  A.  Forney. 

DELEGATES  TO  POTOMAC  SYNOD. 
Primarii— Ministers— J.  L.  Murphy,  Paul  Barrin  - 
ger,  J.  C.  Clapp,  and  P.  M.  Trexler. 

Elders— W.  H.  Williams,  I.  E.  Paine,  J.  C.  Lippard, 
and  G.  W.  Clapp. 

Secundi— Ministers— G.  Wm.  Welker,  J.  A.  Foil,  C. 
B.  Heller,  and  Lewis  Reiter. 

Elders— H.  F.  Carpenter,  A.  S.  Hedrick,  Dr.  Wyatt 
H.  McNairy,  and  D.  H.  Warlick. 

TRUSTEES  OF  CATAWBA  COLLEGE. 
J.  F.  Moose,  Reuben  Setzer,  W.  H.  Williams,  (). 
A.  Ramsaur,  Rev.  Thos.  Long,  and  I.  E.  Paine. 
The  report  was  adopted. 

FINANCE. 

The  committe  on  Finance  after  examination  reported 
the  accounts  and  vouchers  of  the  Treasurer  of  Classis 
and  of  the  Board  of  Systematic  Beneficence  to  be  cor- 
rect. This  same  committee  also  apportioned  to  the  sev- 
eral charges  the  sum  required  to  carry  on  the  work  of 
the  church,  viz : 

FOR  BENEFICIARY  EDUCATION. 


Guilford  charge   $44.00 

Catawba  charge   31.00 

Lincoln  charge   24.00 

Central  Rowan  charge   16.00 

East  Rowan  charge   36.00 

West  Rowan  charge   36.00 

Upper  Davidson  charge   28.00 

Lower  Davidson  charge   27.00 


14  MINUTES  OF  CLARSTS. 


Hickory  charge   18.00 

Concord  mission  ,   4.00 

Blowing  Rock  mission   2.00 

Moffitt's  Grove  •   2.00 

St.  Paul's  mission   2.00 


»270.00 

*     CONTENGENT  FUND . 

Guilford  charge   |28.4() 

Catawba  charge   24.00 

East  Rowan  charge  ,   22.00 

West  Rowan  charge   22.00 

Upper  Davidson  charge   14.40 

Lincoln  charge   14.00 

Lower  Davidson  charge   12.75 

Hickory  charge   12.00 

Central  Rowan  charge  (Mt.  Hope  $4.00,  St. 

Luke  |3.00,  and  Shiloh  $1.25.)  .   8.25 

Concord  mission   2.00 

Moffitt's  Grove   1.50 

St.  Paul's  mission   1.25 

1162.55 

,     HOME  MISSIONS. 

East  Rowan  charge   $36.00 

Guilford  charge..   30.00 

Catawba  charge   30.00 

West  Rowan  charge   30.00 

Upper  Davidson  charge   25.00 

Lincoln  charge   20.00 

Hickory  charge   18.00 

Lower  Davidson  charge   15.00 

Central  Rowan  charge   10.00 

Concord  mission   8.00 

Blowing  Rock  mission   1.00 

Moffitt's  Grove   1.00 

St.  Paul's  mission   1.00 


The  apportionment  was  adopted. 


$225.00 
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NEXT  ANNUAL  MEETING 
Avill  be  held  in  the  Brick  church,  Guilford  County  on 
Wednesday  before  the  first  Lord's  day  in  May,  1889  at 
eleven  o'clock,  A.  M.   In  this  church  the  Chassis  of  North 
Carolina  was  organized  in  May  1831. 

VOTE  OF  THANKS. 

Resolved  that  the  Classis  of  North  Carolina  tender 
their  sincere  and  hearty  thanks  to  the  members  of  the 
Mt.  Carmel  Reformed  Church  and  others  for  the  gener- 
ous hospitality  extended  to  its  members  during  their 
stay  in  attending  on  its  sessions. 

MISCELLANEOUS  ITEMS. 

Voted  that  the  Classis  order  its  Treasurer  to  pay 
$5.00  toward  the  work  of  the  Bohemian  Reformed 
Churches. 

The  action  of  the  committee  on  the  Barton  church 
property  was  approved — the  committee  continued  with 
power  to  fill  vacancy  in  the  membership. 

Rev.  J.  H.  Shuford  was  received  from  the  Classis  of 
Northern  Illinois  and  his  name  placed  on  the  roll  of 
mininters. 

The  apportionment  by  Potomac  Synod  of  f 60.00  for 
the  church  building  fund  was  not  assumed  but  the 
cause  was  commended  to  the  several  pastors  and 
consistories. 

Also  the  apportionment  of  $20.00  for  church  exten- 
tension  in  Baltimore  was  not  adopted. 

The  revised  constitution  was  referred  to  Rev.  Messrs. 
Trexler,  Barringer,  and  Clapp,  who  were  instructed  to 
report  at  the  next  annual  meeting. 

On  Orphans'  Homes  it  was  advised  that  congrega- 
tions in  making  contributions  to  said  Institutions  pre- 
fer such  as  are  under  the  supervision  of  the  Reformed 
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Church. 

Revs.  Messrs.  Reiter,  Foil  and  Welker,  were  appointed 
a  committee  to  have  the  minutes  ol  Classis  printed  and 
distributed. 

Revs.  Messrs.  Clapp,  Murphy  and  Welker  were  appoint- 
ed to  prepare  a  concise  history  of  the  Reformed  Church, 
its  doctrine,  and  government  with  an  account  of  its  rise 
and  history  in  North  Carolina,  to  be  published  with  the 
minutes  of  Classis. 

Classis  ordered  the  Treasurer  to  pay  $10.0  0  assess- 
ment to  Harbor  Mission.  $50.00  to  the  Treasurer  of 
Potomac  Synod  for  contingent  fund. 

The  committee  on  religious  services  reported  the 
following,  which  was  adopted :  Sermon  on  Thursday  at 
eleven  o'clock,  A.  M.  by. Rev.  P.  M.  Trexler;  on  Friday 
by  Rev.  J.  L.  Murphy;  on  Saturday  by  Rev.  Dr.  J.  C. 
Clapp;  on  Sunday  by  Rev.  Dr.  G.  Wm.  Welker;  on 
Sunday  at  three  o'clock  by  C.  B.  Heller;  on  Sunday  at 
Beulah  church  at  eleven  o'clock  by  Rev.  Dr.  J.  C.  Clapp  ; 
at  the  same  hour  at  the  Bethany  church  by  Rev.  J.  L. 
Murphy;  at  eight  o'clock  P.  M.  in  the  M.  E.  church  at 
Lexington,  by  Rev.  J.  A.  Foil. 

Classis  adjourned  on  Saturday  evening  and  was  closed 
with  the  service  reported  by  the  committee  adopted 
by  Classis,  viz : 

Address  by  Rev.  Lewis  Reiter,  Hymn  by  Rev.  P.  M. 
Trexler,   Prayer  by  Rev.  Dr.  J.  C.  Clapp. 

Then  the  Classis  united  with  the  President  in  the 
repetition  of  the  Creed  and  the  Lord's  Prayer,  and  the 
President  pronounced  the  appostolic  Benediction. 

So  closed  the  fifty-eighth  annual  meeting  of  North  Caro- 
lina Classis  after  a  pleasant  and  harmonious  session. 


Historical  Sketch. 

 OO^OO  

The  Reformed  Church  in  North  Carolina  is  coeval 
with  the  pioneer  white  settlements  in  the  western  part 
of  the  state.  It  came  with  the  tide  of  immigration  that 
poured  into  this  section  of  excellent  lan  is  and  salubri- 
ous climate  through  the  valley  of  Virginia,  from  Pensyl- 
vania,  and  somewhat  from  Virginia,  about  the  middle 
of  last  century.  Moravians,  Presbyterians,  Friends, 
Lutherans,  Baptists,  and  Reformed,  organized  simulta- 
neous societies  in  most  of  the  western  counties  east  of 
the  mountains,  about  1760.  The  Reformed  people  were 
mainly  Germans,  driven  from  the  Palatinate  by  cruel 
religious  persecution.  The  exiles  began  to  flock  to 
America,  as  an  asylum  of  religious  freedom,  as  early  as 
1684,  and  continued  at  intervals,  into  the  next  century. 
They  formed  colonies  "on  the  banks  ot  theDeleware,  the 
Lehigh,  the  Susquehanna,  in  New  York,  Maryland,  Vir- 
ginia, North  Carolina,  and  South  Carolina."  The  chief 
settlements  were  in  Pennsylvania.  "Their  first  settled 
minister  was  Philip  Boehm,  who  came  from  the  Palati- 
nate about  1720.  About  1730  another  pioneer  minis- 
ter, "Rev.  Michael  Weiss  reported  to  the  Synod  of  Hol- 
land that  there  were  in  America  many  of  the  oppressed 
inhabitants  of  Germany,  and  particularly  out  of  the 
Palatinate,  and  the  districts  of  Nassau,  Waldeck,  Wit- 
genstein,  and  Wetterau,  holding  to  the  Reformed  con- 
fession. There  were  also  German  Memonites  and  Luth- 
erans, but  the  Reformed  constituted  more  than  half  the 
number."  In  1747  Michael  Schlatter,  "the  missionary 
father  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  this  country,"  came 
to  Philadelphia.  The  first  Synod  was  organized  in 
1747  under  the  care  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam.  Then 
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there  were  5  ordained  ministers  and  46  organized 
churches.  In  1793  there  were  22  ministers  and  150 
churches.  The  Synod  of  Ohio  was  organized  subsequent- 
ly. The  General  Synod  was  formed  in  1863.  Now  there 
are  7  Synods,  54  Classes,  825  ministers,  183,880  mem- 
bers, with  6  colleges,  3  Theological  Seminaries,  and  a 
number  of  Institutes;  missions  in  Japan,  India,  and 
among  the  American  Indians;  16  English  periodicals, 
and  6  German. 

The  progress  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  this  country 
has  been  equal  of  late  to  that  of  any  other  evangelical 
denomination,  and  its  prospects  are  fair  for  becoming 
one  of  the  largest  and  most  influential.  She  is  a  mem- 
ber of  that  "large  family  of  Reformed  Churches  in  the 
world  which  constitute  the  greater  part  of  Evangelical 
Protestanism."  This  family,  distinguished  by  the  name 
Reformed  from  the  Lutheran  Church,  was  established,  at 
the  Reformation,  in  England,  Scotland,  Ireland,  France, 
Switzerland,  Holland,  Germany,  and  elsewhere,  with  a 
number  of  confessions  agreeing  in  the  essential  doctrines 
of  Christianity  ,  but  differing  in  minor  points  of  doctrine, 
cutlus,  and  life.  The  Reformed  Church  in  common  with 
the  rest  of  the  family  differs  from  the  Lutheran,  especial- 
ly in  its  doctrine  of  the  Lord's  Supper,  from  which 
spring  many  other  differences.  "It  holds  the  Calvinistic 
doctrine  of  the  Lord's  Supper,  which  teaches  the  spir- 
itual real  presence  of  the  body  and  blood  of  Christ  in 
tlie  holy  Eucharist,  and  that  the  grace  of  the  sacrament 
is  received  only  by  believers,  through  the  organ  of  faith, 
in  distinction  from  the  doctrine  of  Luther,  which  teach- 
es that  the  body  and  blood  of  Christ  are  present  in. 
with  and  under  the  elements  of  bread  and  wine,  and 
are  received  by  the  mouth,  and  by  all  who  receive  the 
outward  elements,  whether  believers  or  unbelievers." 

From  the  Reformed  Church  of  England  it  differs  in 
form  of  government,  a  more  simple  ritual  in  public 
worship,  and  in  the  orders  of  the  ministry. 

It  is  not  so  strictly  Calvinistic  as  the  Dutch  Reformed 
and  Presbyterian  Churches,  holding  more  moderate 
views  on  predestination,  and  never  teaching  the  decree 
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of  reprobation,  but  leaving  the  mystery  of  this  per- 
plexing doctrine  unexplained. 

The  Heidelberg  Catechism,  its  only  confessional 
standard  of  doctrine,  emphasises  the  free  grace  of 
Jesus  Christ  as  the  potent  agency  in  salvation,  apart 
from  any  merit  or  ability  in  man  himself.  The  Apostles' 
Creed  is  central  in  its  system  of  doctrine,  and  the  person 
of  Christ  is  magnified  as  the  source  of  redemption. 

Whilst  the  Reformed  Church  has  always  repudiated 
any  human  name  in  conjunction  with  the  sacred  body 
of  Christ,  she  holds  in  lasting  esteem  the  name  of  Ulrich 
Zwingli,  the  bold,  intrepid  and  learned  Reformer  who 
preached  the  startling  doctrines  of  the  Reformation  and 
began  his  work  in  Switzerland  in  1.516,  just  one  year  be- 
fore Luther  began  his  in  Germany  in  1517,  without  any 
knowledge  of  the  latter  for  a  considerable  time,  and 
who  obtained  the  martyr's  crown  on  the  fatal  field  of 
Cappel;  of  John  Calvin,  the  most  learned  theologion  of 
the  Reformation  period  and  the  mighty  foundation  of 
Protestant  doctrines;  and  of  Ursinus  and  Olevianus, 
the  authors  of  the  Catechism,  now  so  dear  to  many 
christians  in  other  communions;  whilst  Melanchthon, 
Luther,  and  others  are  highly  honored  and  deeply 
loved  for  the  noble  part  they  took  in  the  blessed  work 
of  the  Reformation.  This  church  has  ever  been  most 
ironical  in  spirit,  and  now  hails  with  great  joy  the  grow- 
ing spirit  of  fellowship  and  co-operation  throughout  the 
greater  part  of  Protestanism. 

The  Classis  of  North  Carolina  was  organized  nearly 
GO  years  ago .  The  fathers  whose  faith  m o  ved  them  to  this 
service  for  the  dear  Master,  have  all  rested  from  their 
labors.  Houck,  Boger,  Fritchey,  Crawford,  Lerch, 
Loretz,  Roody,  Reiley,  Suther  and  others,  with  their 
predecessors,  whose  ministries  antedate  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Classis  over  (>0  years,  and  all  of  their  imme- 
diate successors  (save  two,  Welker  and  Ingold)  Crooks, 
Lantz,  Butler,  Berber,  and  Fetzer,  are  heard  no  more, 
.  but  voices  from  their  silent  tombs,  and  from  the  ancient 
churches  in  which  they  preached,  urge  those  who  follow 
them  to  go  forward. 
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